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REFLECTIONS FROM THE CHAIR 
My first year as Chairperson 

for LuMinHoS came to a 

close at our Annual Meet-

ing on June 14th. Annual 

meetings are a necessary 

part of any charitable or-

ganization —  often busy, 

sometimes stressful, and 

occasionally inconvenient. 

Rarely do we describe them 

as a delight. Yet this year, 

thanks to the many willing hands and generous 

hearts who gathered, our meeting was not only 

smooth but truly memorable.  

I am deeply grateful for the dedicated and capable 

people who serve on the LuMinHoS board and com-

mittees. Their gifts, skills, and steady commitment 

uphold this ministry in ways both seen and unseen. 

Over the past year, I have learned that when the 

cause is worthwhile, a willing community will      

gather. As the Apostle 

Paul reminds us, “Now 

there are varieties of 

gifts, but the same 

Spirit, and there are 

varieties of services, 

but the same Lord ”   .  

(1 Corinthians 12:4–5). 

Praise be to God for the 

work you do. 

Our meeting began 

with a wonderful ham supper prepared by volun-

teers, followed by reports from what has been a 

busy and fruitful year. Committee chairs shared their 

thanks, and together we reflected on the impact of 

this ministry. One moment in particular touched 

everyone present: an individual shared her personal 

experience of being hospitalized, facing the uncer-

tainty of infection and the possibility of a double 

amputation. She spoke of how this Chaplaincy     

became part of her healing journey.  

Her courage in sharing reminded us all of the       

profound importance of 

the spiritual care offered 

through LuMinHoS. We 

continue to be blessed    

by the ministry of Chaplain 

Richard Engel, whose   

compassionate presence 

supports patients, families, 

and staff.                          ….              

 LuMinHoS Vision Statement:  
LuMinHoS will present the comfort of Christ  to  all  Lutheran  patients admitted  to  Saskatoon hospitals. 
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 A YEAR OF GRATITUDE AND GRACE  
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 Current LuMinHoS  Board Members:  Rhea Galeschuk, Rik Cherland, Karen Harilstad, Sonje Finnestad, 
Sheila Gnam, Elaine Hobden, Harley Johnson , Gord Martens, Eugene Mau, Gary Rusu, Sandra Sawatsky                                                                         

His work strengthens ecumenical partnerships with-

in the hospitals and helps connect individuals to 

services beyond the hospital when needed.  

Through all of this, we remain mindful of our Luther-

an purpose to meet people where they are. I am 

grateful for all those supporters, committee mem-

bers and our chaplain, who daily, keep us grounded, 

energized, and attentive to this mission.  

Welcoming New Committee Members  

As we look ahead, we are delighted to welcome the 
following individuals to the LuMinHoS Board and 
committees: 

Sheila Gnam, Elaine Hobden, Eugene Mau, Gary 
Rusu, and Sandra Sawatsky  

We give thanks for their willingness to serve and 
look forward to the gifts they will bring to our 
shared work. 

In August, we will gather as a refreshed committee 

for our first meeting of the new year. I am excited 

about the possibilities ahead and eager to hear 

from our new members.  

This year may bring some changes as we explore 

opportunities for our chaplain to renew and grow in 

his vocation. We are planning the supports needed 

for any time he may be away, and we look forward 

to sharing our experiences with others who may be 

discerning similar ministries in communities beyond 

Saskatoon.  

We are blessed by the support of those who know 

and feel the impact of this ministry. To all who have 

offered financial gifts, including estate contribu-

tions, and to all who have supported us through 

prayer, volunteerism, and encouragement —  thank 

you. Your generosity makes it possible for us to con-

tinue meeting the spiritual needs of Lutherans in 

Saskatoon ’s hospitals. -  Rhea Galeschuk   

MEET A NEW BOARD MEMBER - Eugene Mau                                                                                               
My third shot at retiring seems to be holding this time … so far!  I and my wife, Carolynn, began 

pastoral ministry in Hagen (near Birch Hills) in 1973.  After a few years overseas with WMPL we 

settled on an acreage near Swift Current to be near family for a time of healing in several areas 

of our lives.  While Carolynn taught school for several decades, I pastored in various parishes 

within commuting distance as well as doing nearly a decade of ministry at the Christian Coun-

selling Centre in Swift.  We are thankful for that place to dwell for a time (over four decades) 

and raise our family there. 

The LORD lead us to Saskatoon in the summer of 2020 and we now make this our primary residence since selling 

the acreage last fall.  We are thankful to be near family here as well as medical specialists and a supportive fellow-

ship at Rock of Ages church.   

As to board membership, I am victim (as one person said at the meeting) to Bishop Grundahl ’s persistent and con-

vincing, but very gracious, invitation to join.  Grace and peace to you today in Jesus’ name. 
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 THOUGHTS FROM OUR LuMinHoS CHAPLAIN 

-  Rev. Richard Engel   

Do not withhold good 

from those to whom it 

is due, when it is in 

your power to do it.  

Do not say to your 

neighbor, “Go, and 

come again, tomorrow 

I will give it”—when 

you have it with you.                              

Proverbs 3:27-28 

A colleague recently 

posted these verses on 

Facebook and they   

immediately grabbed my attention. Proverbs 3:27 -

28 challenges us to do good (and not withhold it) 

generations before Christ commanded it. But, we 

are a forgetful and haughty bunch, us humans. We 

need reminders to courageously answer God ’s call 

to love God and those around us. This call takes 

heart.  It takes courage. It takes faith in God ’s equip-

ping and strengthening Spirit to go before us.   

Proverbs was written by Solomon, 

King David ’s son. We read in           

1 Kings Chapter 3 that Solomon 

became king after his father ’s 

death.  In a dream, the new king 

asks God for wisdom to judge over 

his people with justice. God grants 

his request and more, because 

what he asked was not for himself, 

but for his people.   

The next day, King Solomon is tasked to make a 

difficult decision. Two mothers in the same home 

gave birth to sons during the night. One child lived, 

the other died. The mother of the child who died 

initiated a quarrel with the mother of the living son, 

demanding the living child was hers. This quarrel 

escalated quickly and was brought to the king.      

He called for a sword to divide the child in half so 

that the mothers could share him. Without a mo-

ment  to spare, the biological mother pleads with 

the king to give the child to the childless mother,   

so he may live. The child is returned to his biological 

mother and the people are awestruck by the wis-

dom and discernment of the king.   

We could unpack this story in 1 Kings 3 more, and   

if I would, I’d talk about the grief of the mother who 

lost her child and what grief and loss can make us 

do. I’m hopeful that although we do not learn of the 

fate of the grieving mother, King Solomon may 

have recognized her grief and did not punish her.  

This is quite a story, for King Solomon immediately 

begins his rule and does not withhold doing good, 

which was in his power to do.   

For the first time in 45 years, LuMinHoS is grieving 

the loss of a Lutheran congregation that withdrew 

its support. I have been journeying with this 

knowledge since just after our 45 th Anniversary.         

I was heartened by the Spirit -filled   

letter of response of our executive 

when they received the official deci-

sion. They did not withhold good.     

We are called to act in love. We need  

to practice  love in our families and     

in our communities even when it is 

difficult. I will not withhold good as  

the LuMinHoS chaplain. This decision 

does not change anything for our ministry.  Should  

a church member of a non -member congregation 

be in hospital and I am notified, I will call on the   

patient to ask if they want a visit. The Pastor will    

be notified if the patient provides consent. We     

will continue to serve because the gospel still    

commands all in Christ to love.  

 Mission Statement :   LuMinHoS is a ministry of spiritual care sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with Lutheran 

patients and their families in Saskatoon hospitals  
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Stanley Sather                                                 

Vera Dianne Sather 

Alfred & Mary Meister        

Verne Meister                

Emil Schnedar                                 

Marilyn Schnedar 

Helen Cocks                

Todd Cocks  

Edwin Loessin                                   

Miriam Loessin 

Marlene Wichert                      

Rev. Ron Bestvater 

Clara & Louis Bronsch       

Rev. Hugh and Angie Farmer  

 

 

 

 

 MARK THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR 

 “IN MEMORY ” GIFTS TO LUMINHOS    

2026 LuMinHoS WALKATHON                            
10:00am   September 19th                                                            

Starting at Zion Lutheran, 323 4th Ave S  
 

This year’s goal is $10,000+ ☺         
(The total raised last year was $9251.00) 

How might you and your congregation partici-
pate? Pledges from congregational members, 

friends & families from near and far, local    
businesses....  

Printable pledge forms will be available on the    
LuMinHoS website by August 1 

 

A congregational trophy will again be awarded to 
the church with the highest collective donations.           

The trophy will be 
awarded based on a ratio of the number of walkers 
per the average attendance of each congregation. 
Here is an opportunity to encourage your church 

home and friends. 
 

More walkers & more contacts = more funds. 
Let’s reach for and exceed that $10,000 ! 

 

LuMinHoS     PO Box 23019, Saskatoon, SK  S7J 5H3           info@luminhos.org 
 Visit our website: www.luminhos.org          Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Luminhos 

Chaplain :   cell 306.229.1663       chaplain@luminhos.org 

LuMinHoS is a ministry  wholly dependant  on 
donations from our loyal family of supporters. 
Donations may be made by:  

• Scanning our new QR code    

• e-transfer to info@luminhos.org   

• by cheque via mail   

• through www.canadahelps.org .  

Some supporters have left legacy gifts through their wills. Please see 

www.luminhos.org  for more information. Donations made in honour or 

memory of someone will be acknowledged in the next newsletter. We are 

so very thankful for our generous donors. May God richly bless you.  

Scan Here!  

 

 

 

To make a donation       

(go to Donate in menu)        

or to learn more about             

LuMinHoS  

 

 

God Bless You 

 As stewards of the gifts LuMinHoS receives, 

we are conscious of the rising postage and 

printing costs SO we invite 

you to consider  receiving the  

Caregiver Newsletter by email 

if that would work for you. To 

join the email list, please send 

your email address to info@luminhos.org  with 

the Subject “Caregiver by email ” and we will 

make that change. The Caregiver is mailed/

emailed three times per year.  

 

 Does your congregation 

have this most recent           

LuMinHoS Chaplain poster  

to help make LuMinHoS ’s 

ministry known to your com-

munity?  To request a copy, 

email  info@luminhos.org  

 WAYS TO SUPPORT LuMinHoS 

mailto:info@luminhos.org
http://www.canadahelps.org
http://www.luminhos.org

