“] want to know what love is”
Matthew 5:38-45

“But I say to you, love your en-
emies and pray for those who
 persecute you, so that you
“ may be children of your Father
in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends the rain on the righteous
and on the unrighteous.”

With the exception of one Sunday and a few
verses, the season of Epiphany took us through
Matthew 3:13 to 5:37. We likely embrace hearing
(or reading) Matthew'’s story of Christ’s baptism, his
calling of the disciples, and, Jesus’ preaching on the
beatitudes. Matthew 5:10-12 may rattle us a bit,
remembering Jesus’ followers may be persecuted
like the God-fearing prophets of old. We
may expect, after reading this, to hear
some comforting words from our Saviour (58
as one dives deeper into chapter 5. But, we //[
don't. On top of coming to terms with I
learning that Jesus has not come to abolish §
the law, Matthew concludes chapter 5 with §
Jesus saying, “Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.” Even perfec- |}
tionists shudder at these words, for we
know the time and energy that goes into
perfecting everything. It's quite tiring!

Lent can be a time for self-examination and
to struggle with ourselves in faith to uncover why
such scriptures make us uncomfortable. If we're
brave enough to endure such a struggle, we may
find ourselves a bit more penitent; a bit more open
to ‘staying awake’ and ‘keeping watch’ as we often
hear in the season of Advent. How do we learn
what love is? More accurately, how might we learn
more about living fully our Saviour's command to
love God with all we have, and, love neighbours
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as ourselves? Well, we need to understand those
uncomfortable words Christ often says come from a
place of great love ... God’s own heart.

Since the restructuring of the health authori-
ty and the offering of certain types of care and pro-
cedures exclusively at Saskatoon hospitals, it is not
uncommon to find Lutheran patients from across
the province in the bridge city. I've been contem-
plating how we might share our ministry with rural
parishes. Working with a communications commit-
tee volunteer, we'll coordinate sending out a letter
to rural Lutheran congregations as LUMinHoS visits
their parishioners. It's one way of letting Saskatche-
wan know about the comfort of Christ in Saskatoon
hospitals.

The love Christ commands is not a love for
the faint of heart. It is a love that keeps reminding
us to recognize Christ in every one of
us. In Matthew 5:38-45, that means
“ remembering the rain falls on the
\;\ righteous and unrighteous alike

LTINS RT3 (every one of us). That means loving
WHO PERSECUTE YoU,
~ THAT YOU MAY BE CHILDREN J’l secutors (every one of us).

¥ and praying for our enemies and per-
That
means considering and loving all
f those who beg, steal, and borrow, as
well as those who strike out at us
(every one of us).

If anything is a barrier to our being
perfect as Jesus asks, someone striking out at me
certainly is. In such instances, | need to ask for
God’s grace and love and forgiveness; to wash over
me and meet me where | cannot go. These are the
things we bring to the cross . .. and leave there for
Christ to pick up and carry. This, | think, is how God
wants us to ‘be perfect” May Lent challenge us to
grow as Christians. May Lent grant us the freedom
to come before God and be washed, forgiven, ac-
cepted and loved. Amen.
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LuMinHoS Vision Statement:

LuMinHoS will present the comfort of Christ to all Lutheran patients admitted to Saskatoon hospitals.




THOUGHTS FROM THE CHAIR Gord Martens

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

John 4:35 - Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four
months until harvest’? | tell you, open your eyes
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.

How quickly the year goes by. It seems we just
celebrated Christmas and here we are only a little
more than 10 months until Christmas! The ministry
of LuMinHoS is always looking at the ripe fields,
ready for harvest. The hospitals are always buzzing
with opportunity to visit and bring comfort to
Lutheran patients. What a blessing to be able to
serve God in this way.

Prayer concerns for
our prayer warriors:

e Pray thatthe
Saskatchewan Health
Authority will open
visiting privileges to
our lay visitors. Pastor Richard has so many pa-
tients that could be visited by our lay visitors
but the current regulations will not allow them
access. Please pray that that door will open.

e Pray for our Chaplain. He is certainly a great
gift from God to LuMinHoS for which we are so
thankful. Pray for his continued health, as he
ministers in a hospital environment that has
many contagious illnesses that can be picked

up, including Covid. Pray for God's protective
hand to keep Pastor Richard in good health.

e Thank God for the many opportunities we have
to meet with our fellow Lutherans during these
visits. Pray that they may receive blessing, en-
couragement and assurance of God’s love for
them.

e Pray for our Board of Directors as they plan the
path of this ministry going forward. Pray that
we may be open to opportunities God has for us
and that we may go boldly through these new
doors, trusting God to provide the resources.

e Thank God for the committees of LuMinHoS as
they work diligently behind the scenes making
sure that the ground floor things are dealt with
in a timely basis.

e Pray for volunteers to serve on committees and
the Board. There is much work to do.

e Pray for the Board as we consider the possibility
of follow up ministry for those Lutherans who
no longer are in fellowship with a parish.

e Thank God for the many faithful prayer warriors
and those that regularly remember our ministry
by giving. May God continue to supply our
ministry’s needs according to His promises.

May God bless each of you as you walk by our side
in this wonderful ministry.

Stay up to date with LuMinHoS .... by checking LuMinHoS news and happenings by visiting our website:
www.luminhos.org and liking us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Luminhos

You can assist LuMinHos .... by helping us use LuMinHoS resources wisely. We continue to encourage news-
letter recipients to sign up to receive future newsletters and other LuMinHoS mailings by email. Simply email

office@luminhos.org with CAREGIVER by EMAIL in the subject line to indicate this. “Thank You!” for
helping us save up to $2000 each year in postage, paper and printing costs. If you have questions or
concerns, please let us know. Until we hear from you, we will continue to provide a paper copy for you.

and Christmas.

Did you know? .... that LUMinHOS continues to be supported entirely through donations from
faithful individuals, congregations and organizations who understand the importance of our ministry?
Donations are thankfully received online by e-transfer to info@luminhos.org, through credit card or

¥
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>4 and staff are invited to attend our inter-denominational services in the Chapel on the Main Floor. LuMinHoS
also sometimes organizes special services at City Hospital for Ash Wednesday, Easter, Remembrance Day,

Paypal , through Canada Helps at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/luminhos or by mail

(cheques, money orders, or credit card information) sent to PO Box 23019, RPO Market Mall, Saskatoon, SK S7J
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because of COVID-19. Yow
came to-visit me one everv-

ing at owround 8:30 P.M.
Yow donw't know this,
but I was feeling really
low that day. I eventold
my children to-stop texting
me: I just didnw't want to-
aryymore. Then, yow
showed up, and, lifted my
spirity. Thank yow. -
Ronald.
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LuMinhoS

Lutheran Ministry in hospitals of Saskatoon

is excited to host again

KatieLu's Café
A ;Cclcbration of Spring

Guest Vocal Artist
Gaye-Lynn Kem
A suggested admission fee of $20 includes

a beverage and dessert
with Live Auction

Sunday March 26, 2023
2:00 -3:30 p.m.
In the Dining Room at the
Aspira Hunter Village at Stonebridge
250 Hunter Road (parking front or back)

Join this FUNDRAISER in support of the spiritual care
ministry offered in Saskatoon hospitals lead by
LuMinHoS Chaplain Rev. Richard Engel.

POBOX 23019

L u M i n H (0] S RPO Market Mall

SASKATOON, SK 57J 5H3
LUTHERAN MINISTRY IN 306.229.3525(office) ¢ 306.229.1663(chaplain)
HOSPITALS OF SASKATOON office@luminhos.org

Special thanks to Aspira Retirement Living for their generous donation
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° LIVE AUCTION NEEDS ITEMS! Since we have the luxury of a professional auctioneer
auCtIOIl this year we are appealing for items suitable for our donor/participants base. Many of us
‘ ‘ do not need more lovely stuff but would adore something for consumption: a gift card for
\ J a restaurant or a food store; the favourite meat and cheese store; a “beverage and nibbles
basket”; a bookstore; a nail spa; a car wash, movie tickets, etc. Just some ideas! But if you
have a painting or carving, gorgeous jewelry or your yummy preserves you could part with...! We are open and grate-
ful to anything. Last year a super fancy cake fetched an amazing amount and ended up as a lovely birthday cake.
Items may be delivered by calling Renate @ 306.343.0156 or 306.321.5202 or Angie @ 306-374-3942

Many thanks, The Events Committee




Tribute Gifts March 2022 - March 2023

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF:

Barbara Kaluzy
Lavina & Rodney Carter

Bill Bishopp
Renate Bishopp

Cara Parker (Stalwick)
Richad & Violet Stalwick

Cezar Heine
Deaconess Joan Cole-Heine

Clarence Bendig
Anne Bendig

Cliff Lowry
Thor & Margaret Kleiv

Don Meyer
Joan Meyer

Doreen Woodley
Viola Stieb

Edwin Loessin

Robert Heath & Sherri
Tufford

Miriam Loessin

Pamela Pidwerbesky

Edna Rathgeber

Howard and Frieda Wagner
Lynda Erlandson

Elizabeth & Albert Mantie
Jeanette Mantie

Emil Jerry Schnedar
Marilyn Schnedar

DONATIONS FROM CONGREGATIONS

& ORGANIZATIONS:

Augustana ELW (Saskatoon)

Augustana Lutheran Church (Saskatoon)
Beaver Creek Lutheran Church (Ratner)
Bethany Lutheran Church (Archerwill)
Bethlehem Lutheran Church (Hawarden)
Christ Lutheran Church (Macnutt)

Christ Lutheran Church ELW (Rhein)
Concordia Lutheran Church (Churchbridge)

Fairy Glen (Carrot River)

Faith Lutheran Church (Saskatoon)
First Saskatchewan Lutheran (Langham)

Five Oaks Women (Naicam)

Green Valley Lutheran Church Women

Ewald Walter
Joyce Walter

Florence Elsasser
Marion Ausmus

Frieda Boehm
Reginald and Leslie Cross

Gerald Schaan
Mary Lou Schaan

Gertrude Satre
Bruce & Ruth Sestak
Thor & Margaret Kleiv

Gloria Olsen

John Olsen

Gudrun Mayer

Thor & Margaret Kleiv

Harold Giere
Allan Hjelte

Husband (Walter) & Son
(Garry)
Stella Jess

JoAnne Propp
Douglas and Ella Propp

Levi Wagner

Christine & Glenn Michal-
ishen

Eileen & Wayne Carlson

Louise Goos & Jerry
Lundgren

Rev. Dr. Ken & Margareth
Peterson

Myrtle Swenson
George & Alice Tastad

Oscar Sommerfeld
Martha Sommerfeld

Past Members of Bethesda
Lutheran Church
Janet Welch

Randy Beauchesne

Sherry Gore

Rhonda Gore-Billard & David
Billard

Royden Ingram
Rose Ingram

Shauna Fehr
Sharon & Gordon Morley

Stella Allenback and Pat
Linquest
Donald Allenback

Terry Hartz & Karl Hartz
Walter & Annette Heise

Thomas Michael Cheriyan
Arvid and Carol Andvaag

Gerald Lundgren
Monica Johnson

Roy Vestre
Green Valley Lutheran
Church Women

Redeemer Lutheran Church (Davidson)

Redeemer Lutheran Church (Saskatoon)
Saskatchewan Synod

St Paul's Lutheran Church (Langenburg)
St. John North Prairie Lutheran Church
(Preeceville)

St. John's Lutheran Church (Humboldt)
St. Paul Lutheran Church (Eatonia)

St. Paul Lutheran Church (Radisson)

St. Paul Lutheran Church (Yorkton)

Trinity Lutheran Church (Churchbridge)

Trinity Lutheran Church (Saskatoon)
Trinity Lutheran Church ELW (Lanigan)

Trinity Lutheran Ladies (Rosthern)

Trinity Lutheran LWMLC (Churchbridge)

GIFTS IN HONOR OF:

In honor of all doctors,
nurses, hospital workers
and chaplains who helped
Saskatchewan people dur-
ing Covid 19

Miriam Loessin

Pastor Richard Engel
Rev. Allan Grundahl
Del Mengering

Evelyn Schumacher
Gordon &lla Knudsen
Paul & Laura Van Loon
Evelyn Schumacher

Pastor Allan Grundahl’'s
ministry
Dan & Audrey Hagen

Eva & Al Shumaker
Zion Ladies (Jansen)

Bob & Karen Renz's 60th
Wedding Anniversary
Zion Ladies (Jansen)

Ron & Marlene Belke's
50th Wedding Anniversary
Mildred Kerber

Joyce & Hubert Karstens
60th Wedding Anniversary
Lovina Walper

Zion Ladies (Jansen)

Zion Lutheran Church (Jansen)

Zion Lutheran Church (Nipawin)

Zion Lutheran Church (Saskatoon)

Zion Women of Faith (North Battleford)
Cowley Abbott - Consignor Auctions Ltd.

Hanley Lutheran Church

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church (Maple Creek)
New Stockholm Lutheran

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (Watrous)
Partners in Worship Women's Aux. (Shell Lake)
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (Govan)

LuMinHoS PO Box 23019, Saskatoon, SK S7J 5H3
Visit our website: www.luminhos.org Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Luminhos

chaplain@luminhos.org
306.229.3515

Chaplain: cell 306.229.1663
office@luminhos.org




In Remembrance ....We give thanks to God for the many gifts, dedicated service and ministry

given to LuMinHoS by these two women of faith:
Joan Meyer in her role as Administrative Assistant and Diana Fast as Treasurer.

Joan Margaret Meyer
June 22, 1948 - February 25, 2023

With her daughter by her side, Joan Margaret Meyer of Saskatoon (formerly of Swift
Current and earlier, of Rush Lake and of Lanigan, Saskatchewan) passed away
peacefully on Saturday, February 25, 2023, after a lengthy and courageous battle
with cancer.

Joan integrated her strong Lutheran faith in all aspects of her life. She was a mem-
ber and assisted when needed at St. Olaf's in Swift Current, and once she and Don
moved to Saskatoon, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, serving on both church
councils and as treasurer. She volunteered with the Lutheran Care Society
(LuMinHoS) as Administrative Assistant, served as Council Secretary and as office
staff as Administrator for the Saskatchewan Synod, with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada (ELCIC) as National Vice-President, and as a member of the Lutheran Merger Commission.

Joan was predeceased by her father Herb and in 2021, her husband Don. Joan will be lovingly remembered
by her daughter Geri Meyer (Brad Pavlove) and son Rohn (Kelsey) Meyer, grandchildren Paige and Rachel
Pavlove and Conrad Meyer, mother Mildred (Blondie) Siegel, sisters June (Ken) Bartel, Beverly Pavlich (Jake
Satre), Bettyann Cox, and Wendy Smith, many nieces and nephews and other family members and friends.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in memory of Joan to Jim Pattison Children's Hospital Foundation
at pattisonchildrens.ca or to LuMinHoS at https://www.luminhos.org/donate/ or by mail to LuMinHoS, PO Box
23019 RPO Market Mall, Saskatoon, S7J 5H3

The funeral will be held on Monday, March 6, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church at 1215
McKercher Drive in Saskatoon. Interment will follow at Peace Lutheran Church at a later date.

Read the complete obituary with more of Joan's extraordinary accomplishments at Joan Meyer | Obituary |
Sharing Memories (arbormemorial.ca)

Diana Gail Fast
August 20, 1945 - February 21, 2023

It is with heavy hearts and love, that we mourn the loss of our dear wife, mother and
grandmother Diana Gail Fast.

Diana passed away peacefully at the age of 77 years surrounded by family at Royal
University Hospital on February 21, 2023. A celebration of her life was held on Mon-
{1 day, February 27, 2023, at Augustana Lutheran Church, Saskatoon. Interment will
S take place in Stony Hill Cemetery, R.M. of Laird, SK.

Diana will be missed by her family: husband, Ronald Fast; sons, Corey (Cara) Fast,
Chris (Glenna) Fast; daughter, Danielle (Scott) Carlson; grandchildren, Danica and
Emily Fast; Sarah and Declan Carlson; sister, Jocelyn (Emie) Sommerfeld;

and many loved nieces, nephews and family members. Diana was predeceased by
her parents, Emma and Earl Aebig.

Church was an important part of Diana’s life. She attended Augustana Lutheran Church and enjoyed her
Church family and friends. She also spent many volunteer hours as the treasurer for LuMinHoS, making many
valuable friends and connections along the way.

The family sincerely thanks you for sharing in our sorrow. In times like this we realize how much our family and
friends mean to us. Your expressions of sympathy will always be remembered. Memorial donations in memory
of Diana may be made to LuMinHoS, PO Box 23019 RPO Market Mall, Saskatoon, S7J 5H3; SPCA 5028
Clarence Avenue South, Grasswood, SK S7T 1A7; or Heart and Stroke Foundation 1200-2300 Younge St.,
Box 2414, Toronto, ON M4P 1E4.

Read Diana’s complete obituary with more about her life at Obituary of Diana Fast | Funk's Funeral Home
(funksfuneralhome.ca)
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