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Thoughts from the Chair

LuMinHoS is vibrant and continuing to bring the comfort of the :
assurance of sins forgiven to Lutheran patients in Saskatoon
hospitals!

What great blessing God has showered on our ministry by allowing
our Interim Chaplain Pastor Diegel to continue to visit throughout §
this interesting time of Covid 19. Doors remained open to our min-
istry with the exception of City Hospital for a time. That door is
now open as well. Praise God. :

During this time we have also been searching for a new Chaplain after Pastor Ron took a call back to Parish ministry
late last year. The Holy Spirit moved five pastors to respond to our request for applicants. Although the Covid 19
situation delayed the progress of the interviews we are pleased to be able to move to our final stages of the call and
would hope that we have a new Chaplain in place shortly. Please continue to pray for the call committee as we
move through the process.

We are also pleased to announce that we have found a new treasurer. Our sincere thanks to Diana Fast for the
many years of faithful service to our ministry as treasurer. Diana has 'retired' from this position. We wish her all the
best as she moves on to the next phase of her journey. Thank you Diana.

Our follow-up program continues to move along. We have found over the years that nearly 50% of our Lutheran
patients have lost connection with a 'home' parish. Our follow-up program works with these patients who need
some direction to re-establish fellowship. Although the progress has been slow to start, it is surely bearing fruit and
we are thankful for God for this new ministry extension.

We were compelled to cancel our spring 40t Anniversary Celebration of
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i Qi LuMinHoS due to the government restrictions on size of gatherings. The board
4 Ireachoutto | made this decision with heavy hearts as these functions are not only a main
our support source of raising the necessary funding to continue our ministry, but also a great

time for fellowship. We pray that we may be able to announce a fall event. Time
will bear this out. | reach out to our support community for your continuing
support in both prayer and funding. God is opening doors for us continually
and we want to respond to these opportunities as they arise. There is a need for
continued funding and we reach out to you to respond as the Holy Spirit guides
you. Our ministry relies fully on the donations from our faithful supporters. You
can donate by cash, cheque, online or any way. Please check our Web Site
(LuMinHoS.org) for fast and simple online donations.

| wish all of you a blessed summer as churches begin to open and we can worship in the house of the Lord once
again and be blessed by Word and Sacrament once again.

Your fellow Servant in Christ,

Gord Martens

LuMinHoS Vision Statement:

LuMinHoS will present the comfort of Christ to all Lutheran patients admitted to Saskatoon hospitals.




INTERIM CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Beginning in February | began to serve once
more as the LUMinHoS interim chaplain as Pastor Ron
became the pastor of Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Saskatoon. Many of you may remember me
from a few years ago when | also served as the interim
when Pastor Ron took his sabbatical. This is a ministry
which | know and in February everything was as | had
already experienced. Visitation to the sick. Sharing
prayers and scriptures. Celebrating Holy Communion
and the occasional baptism. Being with families of
people who are dying. All of that was happening while
we heard of this new disease in China and Europe. We
felt we were okay and then things changed.....

On March 16" the province, and indeed most
of the world, went into lockdown. No school and no
church. There would be no more visits to loved ones
in long term care or hospitals. The denominational
chaplains were not sure what would happen because
we are not volunteers, but neither are we employees
of the health authority. Many texts and emails went
back and forth between us over that first week. City
Hospital excluded us unless we were called in for an
end of life situation. (We rejoice and give thanks to
God that on June 3 we were allowed to resume minis-
try there) Royal University, Jim Pattison Children’s
Hospital and St. Paul's allowed the denominational
chaplains to continue to serve and we committed to
serve as God gave us opportunity and for as long as
the Saskatchewan Health Authority would allow us.

The denominational chaplains have always
worked together and this is something we have

continued at this time since not all of us have been
fitted for the N95 mask. | am blessed to work with a
very caring and supportive group of chaplains who
love their vocations and respect each other. As you
read this, we are saying farewell to the Rev. Cathy
Coates who is retiring as the United Church chaplain
and we pray God's blessings on Cathy in this new
adventure.

The ministry of LuMinHoS has been able to con-
tinue more or less as | expected. The ministry of pres-
ence has often been at the heart of chaplaincy. In the
early stages of the pandemic we were not allowed to
wear any PPE, but thankfully that restriction has been
eased and we can visit those on “normal” precautions.
The visits have often become more of a time to visit
with people who are lonely as they no longer get any
visits from friends and family unless it is for compas-
sionate or end of life reasons. Patients are worried
about their families on the outside just as the families
worry about them.

As the pandemic was declared, volunteers were
excluded from all hospitals. Volunteers are a very val-
uable part of this ministry and | look forward to that
time when you will be able to serve again. As many
pastors have reminded us, the church is the people.
People who are called by God to love and support
each other and all who are in need. People who are
called to serve God as we serve each other in the new
“normal.”

We don’t know what this new reality will look
like. Yet we do know that God has not abandoned us.
We know that we have a God who loves us and cares
for us. We know that God looks after us and that in-
cludes sending us people with the knowledge to keep
us safe.

“God is our refuge and strength, a very
presenthelp in trouble. Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth should change, though the moun-
tains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with
its tumult.” Ps.46:1-3 NRSV
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/ﬁ All dressed up and nowhere to go...!

That's how it felt in February when COVID 19 showed its ugly head and large gatherings
were put into question. The LuMinHoS Events Committee had to weigh the option of going
ﬁ& 4‘%‘(“? ahead with our 40t Anniversary Dinner or cancel. The decision was quickly taken out of our
and hands when our venue, The German Cultural Centre, informed us that Provincial directives
"Ml‘i(&("k Z‘{ would not allow them to hold our event. We opted for postponing and combining the
L) 4

. Dﬂ anniversary with the fall FUNDRAISING dinner. The Western Development Museum was
o ) been booked for November 15 since fall of 2019. X
With that in mind the Events Committee started plans for a dinner party with musical emphasis,

including snippets of what was planned for the anniversary. Saskatoon Lutherans have a rich V
musical history. We would ask our Lutheran Church Choirs and other musicians to share their
talents at this event.

Although now it is only June and a lot can happen until November the options for a live event,
however, look pretty grim. The many restrictions for meeting face to face in groups may make it
impossible for our Choirs to commit in time. Since advertising and ticket sales have to start about six weeks prior to
an event this would create even more uncertainty.

At their Zoom meeting on June 6, the Events Committee decided to opt for a VIRTUAL concert event. We have the
offer of a talented individual who can put together a video for a FUN Fundraiser.

3 Choirs and other artists will be contacted to contribute to this video with recorded vocal and
9 instrumental music. Some may already have a cache of music ready to use; others may take the
opportunity to record from their living room—a new challenge! The video prepared for the 40t
anniversary to honour those who served LuMinHoS so well in the past, will also be included.

In time ideas will be posted on our website and Facebook, in bulletins and via emails how to

- make the video part of a real “dinner or ..." event.

Let us pray that God would look kindly on this endeavor for LuMinHoS and your support for the Visiting
Ministry in Saskatoon hospitals.

Catch the excitement!

s @ . All things are different now!
Have any of you had an important event such as a memorable birthday lately and found

@" é @ * the great celebration you or your family had planned fell flat because of COVID 19?7

. v @ Something overheard in passing about dedicating monetary gifts for an anniversary to
& @'@ LuMinHoS spawned the idea this could also work for an 80th birthday.

Banking on the weather to be favourable, four parties of ten, including the hosts, were invited for a specific time to
the back yard. A timer was set for 50 minutes and at the sound of its chimes the guests vacated to
allow for chairs and table sanitizing and refilling of the “treats”. Then the next group was ushered
in. Care was taken to group guests in “bubbles” if possible, or to cluster people who had otherwise
already been together under social distancing rules.

As included in the invitation, a decorated mason jar suggesting donations to LuMinHoS plus do-
nation cards for those who chose to fill one out was added to the refreshment table. $350 was re-
ceived. The birthday “boy” has a collection of funny or thoughtful cards to cherish and LuMinHoS
is the recipient of a good donation.
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LuMinHoS Notes:

@ @ Look who’s new at LuMinHoS Save the Date for our 3rd Annual

2020
LuMinHoS continues to be blessed with many volunteers who September 19,

make so many things happen for the organization—Board WALK -A-THOWN
and committee members, hospital visitors and more. Xj Q L %

We welcome two new volunteers who will be helping in the
areas of administrative and financial details—two key areas that help
keep LuMinHoS running smoothly!

10:00 gather at Zion
Watch for coming details

Lavina Carter—Data Base Administrator

So do not fear,
for | am with you;
do not be dismayed,

Lavina Carter has recently retired after 25+ years with the Canadian Light
Source in administration with expertise in multiple databases. Sheis a
member of Redeemer Lutheran Church and secretary of the leadership
team. She enjoys volunteering in the community, gardening, outdoor

activities and reading. for lam your God.
| will strengthen you

Monica Johnson—Treasurer

Monica Johnson is the Finance Manager for the Saskatchewan Synod of
the ELCIC. We are delighted that the Synod has agreed to have her pro- and help yOU,

vide accounting services without charge to LuMinHoS. Monica is a CA : :
and a member of Augustana Lutheran Church. She also does accounting l WI” UphOId YOU Wlth

work for other faith-based organizations. my righteOUS rlght hand.

Welcome Lavina and Monica ! Thank you for sharing your experience
and skills with the LuMinHoS community!

We continue to strive to be good stewards in our use of LuMinHoS resources.
You can join us in reducing our spending on paper, printing and postage by receiving

Caregiver newsletters by email. We know that email doesn't suit everyone but if it does for
even half of our supporters, savings of up to $2000 per year could be achieved. These

savings could then be directed toward our hospital ministries.

During this time of Covid 19 limitations, the June 2020 Caregiver has been emailed directly to those whose contact
information is already in our data base. Through the SK Synod and congregational emails, we have provided an
online link to the Caregiver on our LuMinHoS website. How can you join our email list?

1. If youreceived the June Caregiver directly to your email address and if we don’t hear from you we
will continue sending future editions by email.

2. If you accessed the June Caregiver through a link to it on the LuMinHoS website and
would like to receive the Caregiver by email, please send your email address to
office@luminhos.org with CAREGIVER BY EMAIL in the subject line.

In the future we will continue to provide paper newsletter copies if you do not have email access or if
we have not heard from you. If you have questions or concerns, please let us know. We look forward
to watching our email list grow and staying in touch with you!

LuMinHoS PO Box 23019, Saskatoon, SK S7J 5H3
Visit our website: www.luminhos.org Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Luminhos

Chaplain: cell 306.229.1663 chaplain@luminhos.org
Administrative Assistant Joan Meyer  office@luminhos.org  306.229.3515




