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Bridges of Hope: An Evening with Brian Propp

L

Come to our fundraising dinner on November 3 at TCU Place!

uMinHoS is delighted to announce that NHL
star Brian Propp will be the keynote speaker at
LuMinHoS’s fall fundraising dinner. His hope-filled
message will span topics such as playing professional hockey, growing up in rural Saskatchewan,
and recovering from a stroke.

A Bit about Brian

B

rian was born in Lanigan, a son of Pastor Reinhold
and Margaret Propp. His hockey career as a
left-winger took off early, when he advanced to the
Saskatchewan Junior Hockey League in 1975/76,
playing with the Melville Millionaires. There, he had a
league-leading 168 points on 76 goals and 92 assists.

His winning streak continued during his 10.5 years
with the NHL’s Philadelphia Flyers, where he joined
the team in three Stanley Cup finals. After leaving the
Flyers, he played for the Boston Bruins, the Minnesota
North Stars, and the Hartford Whalers; the Bruins and
the North Stars added two more Stanley Cup finals
to Brian’s resume.
His NHL career totalled 1004 points in 1016 games,
earning him the rank of #87 on the NHL’s exclusive
all-time points leader list

In 2015, Brian had a frightening experience with a
debilitating stroke. Though he has regained much
of his former strength and dexterity, the episode
In the Western Hockey League, he scored 259 goals forced him to take stock of his life and appreciate
and 333 assists over three seasons with the Brandon the power of his faith.
Wheat Kings.
continued on next page è

Brian Propp

Rey Dahlen Drawing

Members of the LCBI Choir

Photos of and details about silent and live auction items
(including the Rey Dahlen drawing) are on our website!
Looking for a passionate speaker for your next Church event?
LuMinHoS Chaplain Ron Bestvater fits that description and
would be happy to come, pending availability. Book a visit at
office@luminhos.org / 306.229.3515.
						luminhos.org 					
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Rev. Rey Dahlen Drawing

received. “So often, chaplaincy provides a bridge
uring the fundraiser, LuMinHoS will also be live between congregation and hospital, as spirituality
auctioning off an autographed hockey jersey and often bridges illness and health, because Jesus is The
drawing with watercolour of the Broadway Bridge/ Bridge for us to God.”
Bessborough Hotel painted by Rev. Rey Dahlen.
The donor hopes that, in memory of Rey, the drawing
Pastor Dahlen was well known around Saskatoon for will fetch a good price in order to provide as much
his finely drawn sketches of the churches and other support for LuMinHoS’s hospital chaplaincy as
buildings in the area, including Waneskewin, Lutheran possible.
Theological Seminary, and Zion Lutheran Church.

D

The Broadway Bridge painting graced the home of
a friend of Pastor Dahlen’s until declining health led
her to downsize and move into supported care living.
“Rey sketched the scene entirely in pencil before
adding the watercolours,” the donor explained. “But
there is no watercolour in the bridge. He left that in
pencil. My how much we miss him. He was such a
dear friend. “

LCBI High School Choir

T

he Saskatoon Men’s Chorus proved such an enjoyable “closing act” for last year’s Reformation 500
dinner that we’ve asked the LCBI (Lutheran Collegiate
Bible Institute) Chamber Choir to perform a couple
of songs at the close of the Bridges of Hope evening.
The Choir Director, Graham Codling (who played
saxophone with his Frozen Cod Trio at our Hawaiian
Luau last February), has worked hard to restore the
choir to the high standards set by previous generations of students. The full Concert Choir currently
has almost forty students. For simplicity, a group of
about ten of these trained students will sing pieces
including “Amazing Grace.”

Many of us knew Rey not only as an artist, but also
as a musician, fellow Lutheran, theological student,
colleague, Pastor, and friend. LuMinHoS’s chaplain,
Pastor Ron Bestvater, felt privileged to share the
compassion of Christ with Rey while he was supporting his dad, Rey Sr., and his uncle, Mel, during
After a fun and inspiring evening hearing stories
their hospitalizations.
about hockey, thinking about the importance of
spiritual care, and competing for auction bids, we will
Why a Bridge?
”The Bridge has a lot of symbolic meaning for us,” be ready to think about the future as these talented
Pastor Ron said, as the painting was gratefully young people sing us home!

LuMinHoS

Bridges of Hope

an evening with Brian Propp

Saturday, November 3, 2018 (RSVP by October 29)
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.		
TCU Place, #35 22nd St E, Saskatoon

tickets $40 ($20 for children aged 3–10; children under 3 free)

for sale at luminhos.org & through Lutheran congregations
call 306.229.3515 or email info@luminhos.org for more info
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Spiritual Care & Trauma Response

I

Chaplain’s Report by Rev. Ron Bestvater

t’s been exactly one year since the last government-paid spiritual care specialist left the health
care system. This change left non-religious patients
without spiritual care, and the relationships between
the health care system and denominational chaplains
and religious leaders in limbo. Intense work by the
St Paul’s Hospital Mission office; the denominational
chaplains; and many community partners, advocates,
letter-writers, and faith leaders resulted in forging
new relationships with Social Work, First Nations and
Metis Health, and the Volunteer Workforce to enable
patients to continue receiving spiritual care and staff
to continue requesting spiritual care for them. We are
working harder than we have ever worked before!
Then two things happened that changed everything.
The first event received little publicity: the new
Saskatchewan Health Authority began implementing its policy of equalizing services. This threatened
denominational chaplains’ access to patients and
patients’ ability to declare religious affiliation at
registration.
Alternatives to the daily listing of patients by religion
are being discussed, but they all depend on internal
advertising to generate patient requests for spiritual
care and might be quite expensive when applied
across the province. We are participating fully in the
discussions and praying that God will help in this
process to ensure that the sick and infirm will be

able to continue to receive the compassionate love
of Christ through spiritual care. At the same time, we
are hoping and praying that the partnerships, privacy
precautions, and religious affiliation lists being used
in Saskatoon can be duplicated province-wide.
The second event is well known: the horrible collision
on April 6 between a loaded semi and the Humboldt
Broncos bus. I spent a long Friday night waiting for
the call that never came because the health care
system had closed down its spiritual care department.
When morning came, I went down to the Intensive
Care waiting rooms to announce that the chapel was
available, to provide directions and some signage, and
to promise that someone would always be available
to talk with, cry with, pray with. Many did come as
their loved ones slipped closer to death or fought
back to consciousness, and we were there to pray,
to cry, to hope – but we long to give so much more.
We continue to pray that God will open the way
for spiritual care to become an integrated part of
emergency and trauma response.
These two events stand behind the announcement
of our fundraising dinner, “Bridges of Hope: An
Evening with Philadelphia Flyers’ Star Brian Propp.”
Your attendance at this event will support Lutheran
Ministry in Hospitals, show that we are planning to
be here to provide spiritual care in the traumas and in
the secondary traumas that follow from the traumas,
and signal to decision makers that we will
advocate for the return of spiritual care as an
integral part of health care in Saskatchewan.
Please come.

Left: Chaplain Ron shepherds participants
in the LuMinHoS Walk-a-Thon, August 11.
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Tribute Gifts, June–Sept 2018
Brittney Fehr

Norman Langager

Vi Van Allen

Sven Darholm

Olinda Fehr

Janet Welch

Kathleen Darholm

Peter Fehr

Christine Engstrom

Olinda Fehr

Roger Dahl
Paula Fondrick
Robert & Darolyn Olson
Richard & Susan Silzer
Lois Young

Vi Grafslund

Owen & Marilyn Akre
Dorothy Brown
Harvey & Sylvia Haugen
Karen & Jim Hopkins
Richard Tastad
William & Donna Vavra

Gifts in Memory of

Janet Welch

Grace Wilbee
Pamela Giles

Edward Wutzke
Elma Wutzke

Ed Hippe

Nicole Ponath

Eileen Hippe

Karen & Scott Ponath

Patricia Hodgson

William P. Spencer

Bishop Allan Grundahl,
80th Birthday

Norman Hodgson

Trish Spencer

Diana Fast

Walk-a-Thon Follow-Up

by Wendy Stevenson, Events Committee Chair
n Saturday August 11, we held our first Walk-athon for LuMinHoS. The weather was perfect for
the 22 people who came out to walk. The group left
Zion Lutheran Church to walk across the Broadway
Bridge to Saskatchewan Crescent to the 25th Street
Bridge and then back the Meewasin Trail back to
Zion. We are all very appreciative of the over $3000
that was collected in donations. A group photo
appears on page 3 of this Caregiver and on our
website under Events/Photos.

O

Thank you, Pastor Ron, for helping set up the tables
and chairs in the morning before the walk as well as
leading us in a prayer and a song before the walk
began. Thank you to Zion for allowing us to use their
foyer. Also for helping me on the day collecting and
counting donations, Elaine Hesje. I’ve so enjoyed
the time I got to spend talking with you during these
fundraisers. Many hands make light work.

Gift in Honour of

Other Notes

A special note of thanks goes to the Choir of Augustana
Lutheran Church and its director, Deborah Buck, for
designating 50% of the money raised from their spring
concert, Refuge, as a gift to LuMinHoS. The amount we
gratefully received was $2,232.75.
The VMT has two Committee Chair vacancies:
1) Communications, responsible for the Caregiver,
the website, church bulletin announcements, etc.;
2) Events, responsible for fundraising, fellowship, and
appreciation events, etc. If you are interested in either
of these positions or want more information, please
contact Gord Martens, our Board Chair (gmartens@sentinelgroup.ca), or Harold Hesje, VMT Chair (hevhesje@
sasktel.net).
The Saskatoon Men’s Chorus, who entertained at the
Reformation 500 commemoration event last October,
invites everyone to their Advent concert, December
9, 2018; 2:30 pm at Grace Westminster United Church.
Featured artist is violinist Hannah Lissel. Tickets from
choir members or at the door.

LuMinHoS

PO Box 23019, Saskatoon, SK S7J 5H3

http://luminhos.org

Chaplain Rev. Ron Bestvater, sts
cell 306.229.1663 luthcaresoc@sasktel.net
Questions about donations or address updates can be sent through our website
or by email to Treasurer Diana Fast, treaslcm@ yahoo.ca
other questions to Joan Meyer, office@luminhos.org, 306.229.3515
MISSION STATEMENT
LuMinHoS is a ministry of spiritual care sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ,
with Lutheran patients and their families in the Saskatoon hospitals.
VISION STATEMENT
LuMinHoS will present the comfort of Christ to ALL Lutheran patients admitted to Saskatoon Hospitals

