
LuMinHoS  
presents 

Because we have missed you this year,  

LuMinHoS is pleased to bring you a  

virtual fundraising event featuring  

talented Lutheran musicians  

to enjoy right in the comfort  

of your own home. 

https://www.luminhos.org
https://www.luminhos.org/donate/
mailto:office@luminhos.org


Wear your mask when not eating and wash your hands.

Praise God. 

https://www.luminhos.org/donate/


‘Just as you did it to one of the    
least of these […], you did it to me.’   

- Matt.25:40 



This year LuMinHoS is celebrating 40 years of histo-

ry.  As we celebrate, we pause to pay special tribute 

to Pastor Gene Grant.  Gene died on September 6, 

2020.  We are saddened by our loss.  We miss his 

winning smile and his positive outlook on life.  At 

the same time, we are encouraged and inspired, as 

we remember the great contributions that he has 

made to the life and vitality of LuMinHoS.  It is with 

deep love and gratitude that we remember his special 

contributions over many years. 

The history of LuMinHoS goes back to the late 

1970s when planning and foundational work was be-

ing done for a hospital ministry and chaplaincy in 

Saskatoon.  At that time Gene Grant was the chap-

lain at LutherCare Communities.  In that role he was 

making numerous hospital visits each week, and he 

saw the need for “more labourers in the vineyard”.  

Thus, he got together with Lowell Guebert and began 

talking about what shape and form a hospital minis-

try might take.   

He brought experience and knowledge from years of 

parish ministry and chaplaincy into the discussions 

and decision-making that formed and shaped this 

new hospital ministry.  His pastoral experience cou-

pled with his wife Esther’s extensive experience in 

nursing, led to a keen understanding of people’s need 

for spiritual care, along with medical and surgical 

care, while in hospital.  We can well imagine the  

dinner-time conversations between Gene and Esther 

where patient needs were discussed, resulting in   

action-steps to shape, form and strengthen ministry 

in Saskatoon’s hospitals. 

Thus, in 1980 the Lutheran Care Society was born.  

Workshops were held in congregations encouraging 

and training lay visitors to make visits in Saskatoon’s 

three hospitals.   

While lay visitors were a big help, it became ever 

more apparent that a chaplain was needed to make 

regular visits, and to organize and oversee the work 

of lay visitors.  Gene remained active as a member of 

the board of this newly-formed Lutheran Care Socie-

ty and in 1981 Oscar Johnson became the first part-

time chaplain.  Four years later (September, 1985) 

Lowell Guebert became the second part-time chap-

lain.   

Over the years, more lay visitors were trained, the 

hours of the chaplain were extended, and the minis-

try grew to meet a compelling need for spiritual care 

in the hospitals.  Gene remained a key player as the 

drama unfolded.   

The year 2014 became a banner year for the Luther-

an Care Society, a year for looking back, looking for-

ward and making changes.  It is the year when the 

organization’s name was changed from “Lutheran 

Care Society” to “LuMinHoS”.  It is the year when 

the organization’s structure was changed to include a 

volunteer management team.  Thus, new people 

came on board to participate in and support this vital 

ministry.  

At this point in our history, we acknowledge that we 

would never be where we are now were it not for the 

vision and foresight of Gene and other stalwart lead-

ers over the past 40 years.  It was Gene’s vision that 

brought this organization into existence in the first 

place, and it was his patient and caring support that 

nurtured the organization along over its 40-year his-

tory. With the legacy he has left, LuMinHoS lives 

on, poised and ready to move forward—like a dream 

come true. 

                       --Harold Hesje   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LuMinHoS 3rd Annual Walkathon Fundraiser September 19, 2020 
 

http://www.luminhos.org/resources/documents


 

 


